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Premium performance and design: 
The new AcquaLink high-end line from VDO
· New product line combines design, functionality and ease of use
· Multifunctional TFT displays enable intuitive use – even in sunlight 
· AcquaLink Nav Box automatically checks all nautical information for discrepancies 

Rüthi/ Switzerland, 18 November 2014. AcquaLink is VDO’s new premium line of instrumentation for yachts and motor boats. In producing the instruments, the Continental brand has exclusively used premium materials, such as a mineral glass cover, that meet the very highest standards of quality and ensure ideal legibility. Every component in the extensive product range is state-of-the-art and supplies extremely precise nautical data at all times. Moreover, the timelessly elegant, yet modern designs of the displays and instruments in the AcquaLink series impart refreshing clarity to the cockpit on any yacht or motor boat. 
TFT technology makes the difference
The core instrument in the AcquaLink line is a multifunctional TFT display. It is located in an aluminum housing and – like the satellite-based instruments – is fitted with a cover made of coated mineral glass. The full-color display comes in the sizes 4.3″ and 7″. Thanks to transflective layer technology, the optically bonded displays use the ambient light as an additional source of light, guaranteeing ideal legibility even in sunlight. The displays are connected to a new programmed data transmission line called the VDO Bus System. Up to five displays can be connected on each line, depending on the type of boat. The AcquaLink displays have direct video inputs for cameras and alternative monitoring systems, for example. Whereas a navigation controller unit is required with the 4.3″ display to enter data and operate the display, the 7″ displays are additionally equipped with capacitive multi-touch screens. 




AcquaLink Nav Box: The all-embracing control center
The information shown on the TFT displays is generated in the heart of the entire system, the AcquaLink Nav Box. It receives data from various channels, which is then analyzed in detail and checked for possible discrepancies. “The AcquaLink Nav Box is designed to carry out intelligent automated system diagnostics and guided troubleshooting,” said Martin Ebneter, Head of R&D, Marine Powersports Accessories. “That means VDO guarantees that all nautical information corresponds to the actual conditions before the user sees it.” The AcquaLink Nav Box thus acts as a CPU and signal interface, offering a large range of digital and analog input options. They include inputs from J1939 CAN, NMEA 2000, the VDO wind sensor and the SUMLOG paddle wheel. So that it can also handle the requirements traditional inputs, VDO has equipped the AcquaLink Nav Box with various freely programmable input/output able to process ohm, volt, frequency and ampere value. Data output to three separate VDO Bus lines enables flexible and simple routing to helmstands and chart tables.
AcquaLink Nav Control permits intuitive use
The VDO AcquaLink Nav Control is available to switch from one display to another on the TFT display. This is a remote controller that links up and communicates via the VDO Bus network, can be connected to multiple TFT displays and so enables them to be remotely controlled as well. “That’s especially useful for displays outside the user’s reach,” says Martin Ebneter. 
AcquaLink: Security at all levels
VDO guarantees with AcquaLink maximum security and reliability for every user. That not only applies to checking nautical data: The instruments have been awarded protection class IP67. That means they are dust-proof and can even be temporarily submersed under water without any impairment to their working order. In addition, all AcquaLink instruments are lead-free – and so meet the strict conditions that VDO sets itself in relation to environmental protection.


Continental develops intelligent technologies for transporting people and their goods. As a reliable partner, the international automotive supplier, tire manufacturer, and industrial partner offers sustainable, safe, comfortable, customized, and affordable solutions. The corporation with its five divisions Chassis & Safety, Interior, Powertrain, Tire und ContiTech generated sales of approximately €33.3 billion in 2013 and currently employs around 189,000 people in 49 countries. 
Information management and Intelligent Transportation Systems are at the very heart of the Interior division, which provides a broad range of products for very different vehicles. The product portfolio includes instrument clusters, multifunctional displays and head-up displays, control units, electronic car-entry and tire-information systems, radios, infotainment systems, input devices and control panels, climate control units, telematics solutions and services, software as well as cockpits. Interior employs worldwide more than 34.300 people and generated sales of approximately €6.6 billion in 2013.
Within the Interior Division the Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket Business Unit accommodates the specific requirements of the commercial vehicle, special vehicle and aftermarket sector. A global network of sales and service companies ensures proximity to local customers. Covering the product brands Continental, VDO, ATE, Galfer and Barum the Business Unit offers electronic products, systems and services for commercial and special vehicles, a broad selection of products for specialized workshops and spare parts for the Independent Aftermarket and the Original Equipment Services after end of series production of the vehicle manufacturer. 
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